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§648.71

§648.71 Surfclam and ocean quahog
Annual Catch Targets (ACT).

(a) The MAFMC staff shall identify
and review the relevant sources of
management uncertainty to rec-
ommend ACTs to the MAFMC as part
of the surfclam and ocean quahog spec-
ification process. The MAFMC staff
recommendations shall identify the
specific sources of management uncer-
tainty that were considered, technical
approaches to mitigating these sources
of uncertainty, and any additional rel-
evant information considered in the
ACT recommendation process.

(1) Sectors. The surfclam ACT and the
sum of the Maine and non-Maine ocean
quahog ACTs shall be less than or
equal to the ACL for the corresponding
stock. The MAFMC staff shall rec-
ommend any reduction in catch nec-
essary to address management uncer-
tainty, consistent with paragraph (a) of
this section.

(2) Periodicity. ACTs may be estab-
lished on an annual basis for up to 3
years at a time, dependent on whether
the SSC provides single or multiple
year ABC recommendations.

(b) Performance review. The MAFMC
staff shall conduct a detailed review of
fishery performance relative to ACTSs
in conjunction with any ACL perform-
ance review, as outlined in §648.70(b)(1)
through (3).

[76 FR 60622, Sept. 29, 2011]

§648.72 Surfclam and ocean quahog
specifications.

(a) Establishing catch quotas. The
amount of surfclams or ocean quahogs
that may be caught annually by fishing
vessels subject to these regulations
will be specified for up to a 3-year pe-
riod by the Regional Administrator.
Specifications of the annual quotas
will be accomplished in the final year
of the quota period, unless the quotas
are modified in the interim pursuant to
paragraph (b) of this section. The
amount of surfclams available for har-
vest annually must be specified within
the range of 1.85 to 3.4 million bu (98.5
to 181 million L). The amount of ocean
quahogs available for harvest annually
must be specified within the range of 4
to 6 million bu (213 to 319.4 million L).
Quotas for surfclams and ocean qua-
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hogs may be specified below these
ranges if the ABC recommendation of
the SSC limits the ACL to a value less
than the minimum of the range indi-
cated.

(1) Quota reports. On an annual basis,
MAFMC staff will produce and provide
to the MAFMC an Atlantic surfclam
and ocean quahog annual quota rec-
ommendation paper based on the ABC
recommendation of the SSC, the latest
available stock assessment report pre-
pared by NMFS, data reported by har-
vesters and processors, and other rel-
evant data, as well as the information
contained in paragraphs (a)(1)()
through (vi) of this section. Based on
that report, and at least once prior to
August 15 of the year in which a multi-
year annual quota specification ex-
pires, the MAFMC, following an oppor-
tunity for public comment, will rec-
ommend to the Regional Administrator
annual quotas and estimates of DAH
and DAP within the ranges specified
for up to a 3-year period. In selecting
the annual quotas, the MAFMC shall
consider the current stock assess-
ments, catch reports, and other rel-
evant information concerning:

(i) Exploitable and spawning biomass
relative to the OY.

(ii) Fishing mortality rates relative
to the OY.

(iii) Magnitude of incoming recruit-
ment.

(iv) Projected effort and cor-
responding catches.

(v) Geographical distribution of the
catch relative to the geographical dis-
tribution of the resource.

(vi) Status of areas previously closed
to surfclam fishing that are to be
opened during the year and areas likely
to be closed to fishing during the year.

(2) Public review. Based on the rec-
ommendation of the MAFMC, the Re-
gional Administrator shall publish pro-
posed surfclam and ocean quahog
quotas in the FEDERAL REGISTER. The
Regional Administrator shall consider
public comments received, determine
the appropriate annual quotas, and
publish the annual quotas in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER. The quota shall be set
at that amount that is most consistent
with the objectives of the Atlantic
Surfclam and Ocean Quahog FMP. The
Regional Administrator may set
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